
NewAmericans in the Cornhusker State

Joined by congregations from many faith perspectives, OToC shares a common
appreciation lor immigrant families and immigrant contributions in our Omaha

community. We stand against state level anti.immigrant laws that divide families and
do not respect the dignity ol all people. We stand together today for Comprehensive

Federal lmmigration Retorm which would include the DREAI, Act.

'l was a stranger and you made me welcome" -Matthew 25. "You know what it is like to be a foreignel' Exodus 23. The
Hebrew Bible tells us: 'The strangers who sojoum with you shall be io you as the natives among you, and you shall love

them as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt -Leviticus 19:33-34." The Quian tells us that we should "serve

God...and do good to...orphans, those in need, neighbors who are near, neighbo$ who are strangels, the companion by
your side, the wayfarer thal you meet, [and lhose who have nolhing] (4:36).'

Nebraska Families divided bv detenlion and deportation

l\4ost people in the Omaha area are unaware that undocumented immigrants are being held in detention centers and county
jails throughout the country.

. ln Omaha, lhere are approximately 1i() immigrants held in ths Douglas County Corectional facility at any

time. 75% have broken no other law except acquiring false documents which make jt possible ior them to work
and to pay taxes. For this act, however, lhey are charged with Federal lelonies and imprisoned.

. lt costs at least $90 per day per person lo detain an immigrant in Douglas Counly. -o@shs counu conecr,ons

. The recenl Executive order has asked the Department of Homeland Security to reevaluate therr current deportation

cases. With limited resources, they have asked DHS to refocus on the detention and deportation of high risk

criminals instead of community membeIS who have been charged with no other crimes This prosecutorial
discretion has not been seen widely in omaha lo date.

Undocumented Youth in 0ur Communitv Struoolino to Me€t their Potential:

There are an estimated 1.8 million undocumented children under the age of 18 living in the United States. 65,000

undocumented students graduate each year from high school in the United Stales, but only 7,000 - 13,000

undocumented sludents are enrolled in college lhroughout the United Stales. per r-rspan c cenrer and rE uhan nsftxe

The Federal DREA[,] Act would allow more undocumented youth the opportunily to obtain citizenship through participation

in military service or higher education and:

. give beneficia es access to g reater educational opportun ities and better jobs, which in turn means more taxable

income
. allow legalized immigrants to invest in the U.S. economy
. keep talented students in the United States hip]/tw,mmElarroiporicl oE4usr-hcnd'eim acrleconomE

Nebraska Need for Communitv Members & Workers: Employee shortage is being predicled as soon as 2018

NE population groMh in last 10 years has been 50/o

Although birth rate exceeds death rate, NE has a

larger gg!4i914!!q4 of people and has struggled to

maintain or grow our population.

The percentage offoreign bom Nebraskans in 2008

was 5.5%. This is much lower than the national
percentage in 2008 (130/0)and much lower than the

1900s (15%). Fee charr ar ish0

The percentage ofthe Nebraska's population that is

Latino is 9.2010 in 2010 (compared to 160/0 nationally)



Economic Contributions of lmmigrants in Nebraska

Latino and Asian entrepreneurs and consumers add billions of dollars 8nd

tens of thousands ofjobs to Nebraska's economy.
. The 2009 purchasing power of Latinos in Nebraska totaled $2.9

billion-an increase of 753.80/. since 1990. a@dirE rD $e $rs c6te,ror Eommic

Grcwh at lhe univeGily ol Geoqi. !&,&ry1gry !s! dqilclll 'Th€ rttulliculucl Ec.nomv ii 2!09'

lmmigrants make vital economic contributions to Nebraska's state and local

economy:
. lmmigrant spending accounted for $1.6 billion worth of total production in

Nebraska's economy and generated roughly 12,000 job6lorthe state in 2006, according lo

a study at the University of Nebraska-omaha.
.lmmigrantspendingmadealargeimpactonthestale'slocaleconomiesin2006,including:$1.14billionin

produclion and 8,331 jobs in omaha and Lincoln.

. Nebraska's immigrants contributed roughly $154 million in property, income, sales, and gas tax rsvenue in

2006, according tO the Same Study. De.ker, ch,israherwirir Je,q oeiched and Loudes Goureia.2oo8 'NebEska! lmmisEnlPopuhlion. Econc'nrc and

Fist lmpacls'. Oll-Aa SpecEl R€pon No. 5 Omaha NEr Ofl@ ol Lalino/talin Ami@i SMres (OLLAS). Unrv€rsiv of Neb6ska al Omaha

lmmigrants are integralto Nebraska's economy as workers.
.lmmigrantscomprised6.e/6ofihestatc'sworkforcein200S(or68,142workers),accordingtotheU.S.Census

Bureau.
. Unauthorized immigrants comprised 2.8olo ofthe state's wo*force in 2008, according to a report by the Pew

Hispanic Center.
. lmmigrants are nearly 30% more likely to start a business than are non-immigrants, and they represent 16 7

percent of all new bUSineSS owners in the United States hb //r,{*.sba gov'Esrimarins te col,ibulioi ol lmmisrdir BLtine.s otnels lo he

. lf all unauthorized immigrants were removed from Nebraska, the state would lose $852.4 million ln sconomic

activity, $378.6 million in gross state product, and approximately 5,400 iobs, even accounting for adequate

market adjustment time, according to a report by the Perryman Group. hrb,/ameicaBtortimieratonlerom.M'lnpacrorrhe

Und@mnled Wo hrce"

. Estimated cost ofdeporting all Nebraskan unauthorized immigrants $500 million

lmmigranl Nebraskans pay more in taxes lhan they receive in services.
. lmmigrant Nebraskans - including undocumented - pay in 7% more in taxos than they receive in services. The

l.J.S. bom population in Nebraska pays in taxes approximately the same amount as it rcceives in services (the

Contrjbutions tO COSTS ratio iS 1 tO 1 ). (N€bGska s rmm€Enr Popuhlion: Economic and Fisl lmp.cts, Llniveciry oi Nebusk - omsha 2008)


