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Tour  I tinerary – Map  1

1. First United Methodist Church – Start of Tour
2. Happy Hollow and Underwood – Here we cross the boulevard that once connected 

Elmwood, Memorial, and Miller parks. Designed in 1889 by H.W.S. Cleveland, Omaha 
was once noted for its extensive network of boulevards (linear parks) connecting the 
City’s parks. Beginning next year, Omaha will begin rejuvenating this boulevard with 
the construction of a trail and other enhancements between Elmwood Park and NW 
Radial & Decatur St. Note: Sierra Club will be sponsoring a New Year’s Day afternoon 
walk along this boulevard from Elmwood Park to Fontenelle Park. Contact Clyde 
Anderson for details at 932-7225.

3. 50th &  Underwood – Downtown Dundee, one of Omaha’s most attractive and 
pedestrian friendly neighborhood commercial areas.

4. 49th &  Cass (Dundee) – Note attractive mix of single and multiple-family housing 
producing one of the few areas in Omaha where density approaches the 7 housing 
units/acre to support mass transit.

5. 46th &  Farnam – Omaha Steel Castings plant, Omaha’s biggest industrial point source 
of air pollution which lies between Dundee and the UMC medical complex.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  2
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1. 41st &  Leavenworth – Trailhead for the Field Club Trail which extends 1.7 mi south to 
Vinton St. Trail was constructed on the abandoned right-of-way of Missouri Pacific’s Omaha 
Belt Line.

2. 22nd &  St. Marys Avenue– Drake Apartments. Originally built between 1916-1919 by Wm 
Drake. 138 units are being renovated by NuStyle Development. Project cost is $16 million. 
Funding includes CDBG and HOME funds thru the City. Renters will be mixed income. 
Indoor parking for tenants will be in bus barn – part of which is being used for school until 
new Liberty school is built near 21st & St. Mary’s. Six buildings will be completed in January, 
another 2 in March with the project to be completed in May 2003. The courtyard built in the 
30’s is being restored. New school will be a draw for families.

3. Temporary location for  L iber ty School. New school will be constructed around corner at 
21st and St. Marys Ave. 

4. 20th &  Lake - Fullwood School project is under construction on the original site of Lake 
Elementary School. This project includes the rehabilitation of theFullwood School into units 
that will be affordable to and occupied by low and moderate-income families. In the area 
surrounding the school building the construction of 12 town-homes available at market rates 
is underway.

5. 24th and Lake - Site of several redevelopment activities. At the SW corner an office-
commercial building will replace the severely dilapidated structures. Occupants will include 
the Family Housing Advisory Services, plus commercial and community-meeting space. A 
cultural attraction is also planned for the immediate area, possibly as part of the new structure 
or in one of the rehabilitated buildings nearby.

6. Miami Heights Area - See Map 3 for description.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  3
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1. Miami Heights Project (73 acres) – defined by 30th Street, 36th Street, Lake Street and Maple 
Street- encompasses the original Omaha View Addition and has a panoramic view of the 
Missouri River valley to the east. Project features middle- and high-income housing to be built 
by a private developer; will sell at the market rate ($150,000 to $350,000). Goal is to start 
attracting higher-income residents to NE Omaha to nurture commercial development. Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) will be used to finance acquisition and site and infrastructure 
improvement in the area. . The Lake Street mixed use corridor south boundary of the Miami
Heights area has seen recent development of the Urban League’s Family Resource Center on the 
NW corner of 30th & Lake; in the SW the replacement of Omaha Housing Authority’s Hilltop 
Homes public housing with the Salem Baptist Church and a Walgreen’s store. The City has 
made a major reinvestment in Adams Park located north of the Miami Heights area.

2. 40th &  Paxton – Paxton Boulevard rehabilitation to FontenellePark
3. 47th &  Ames – North side of Ames, Holy Name housing, a Heart of Omaha project. New 

Walgreens on corner.

Tour  I tinerary – Map  4

1. Redevelopment Project at 72nd &  Ames – Old K-Mart store was removed, confusing and 
dangerous intersection of 72nd, Ames and Military was reconfigured, and new commercial 
development built including Albertsons, Home Depot, and numerous restaurants.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  5

1. Road construction on For t St. begins westbound from 108th St. Because of westward 
growth, Fort St. is being expanded to 4 lanes at a cost of about $6 million. Widening 
Fort St. from 121st to 133rd costing $6.9 million is on the City’s list of needed but 
unfunded projects. Widening Fort St. to 6 lanes from 98th to 104th is in the 25-yr plan at 
a cost of $1.6 mil. Expanding Fort St. to 4 lanes 132nd to 180th is also in the 25-yr plan 
costing $29.0 mil.

2. Big Papio Creek is the west limit of the Fort St. widening project. Bridge is closed, so 
we must detour via 120th to Maple

3. Rambler idgeEstates – Good example of non-rectangular street system. We dare not 
venture here with the bus for fear of getting lost!

4. 120th St. between For t and Maple– Widening this street from 2 to 4 lanes is also 
identified by the Public Works Dept. as an existing need but unfunded project 
estimated to cost $6.9 million. 

5. Tranquility Park is one of the City’s largest parks with extensive recreational 
facilities. The park extends north of Fort St. and will eventually link up with Standing 
Bear Lake Park, another large recreation area in West Omaha. The Big Papio Trail will 
eventually link these parks with One Pacific Place and Seymour Smith Parks.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  6
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1. Tranquility Park – West Omaha has several large parks, many of which are located along 
the Papio Creek network. Tranquility is located on the Big Papio Creek. Cunningham, 
Standing Bear and Zorinski Lake development offer extensive recreational facilities as 
well as providing flood control.

2. Maple St. between 120th &  156th – This 3-mile stretch of 4-lane divided highway features 
almost continuous commercial development generating a huge volume of vehicle traffic. 
Although this is a state highway where traffic lights should be spaced no closer than ½-
mile, developers have pressured the City to signalize additional intersections resulting in 
slower traffic, congestion, and a loss of route capacity. Beginning in 2003 the interchange 
at I-680 and Maple will be expanded including additional lanes on Maple between 102nd

and 108th. 
3. Eagle Run – West Development
4. St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church and School – An OTOC member congregation. 

We’ ll make a br ief rest room stop here.
5. 132nd &  For t – Interesting development NW of intersection – Office space and 

commercial near intersection, Standing Bear Pointe Apartments adjacent, with duplexes 
along the perimeter. Note: Widening 132nd from Maple to Fort at a cost of $7.2 mil is 
included in the City’s list of future street projects to meet 25-yr growth.

6. Note acreage home just NW of 134th & Fort.
7. Saddlebrook (Benchmark Homes) development
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  7
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1. Concordia Lutheran Jr . &  Sr . High School
2. Pavement ends on For t St. west of 168th. We’ ll drive south on unpaved 168th St. to Maple.
3. Whisper ing Ridge development – 167th to 171st south of Maple. This new development 

includes moderately-priced Hearthstone Homes, a future commercial/office area, and asite for a 
new Westside Church. Note close home spacing and some rectangular blocks.

Tour  I tinerary – Map  8
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1. Whisper ing Ridgedevelopment – See location 3 under Map 7.
2. Blondo from 168th to 192nd – Rural area in early stages of urban development. 168th is 

closed to through traffic between Blondo and Dodge for bridge construction.
3. Village Pointe West Development – Huge office-commercial complex planned for SE 

quadrant of new Dodge St. at 180th St. interchange. Developer wants variance from Master 
Plan.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  9
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1. Village Pointe West development – See map 8.
2. 180th &  Pacific - Note new strip mall constructed in SE quadrant. Remember one of the 

goals in the Omaha Master Plan: Prevent new strip office/commercial development. Looks 
like this goal was ignored here and at many other locations!

3. Center  St. between 168th and 188th - Note the new commercial development along Center 
St. between about 188th and 168th. The trend is away from shopping malls to separate large 
footprint stores located along major thoroughfares. Frequent traffic lights slow traffic. It’s 
almost impossible to walk from one store to another. You must drive. Serving this type of 
non-focused retail development with public transit is very difficult. There is no transit service 
on Center St. west of 144th St.

22

2



Tour  I tinerary – Map  10

1. Zor insky Lake Recreation Area – We cross the West Papio Trail here.
2. Walnut Grove Plaza is located NE of 156th & Q – According to City Planner Steve 

Jensen, this is one of the better retail developments in suburban Omaha. It is 
designed to be pedestrian friendly. A large apartment development is located nearby. 
Town homes are located just beyond the apartments, and sales flyers point out that 
the homes are within walking distance of a retail shopping area. There is also a 
development of Hearthstone Homes with prices starting about $110,000. Much more 
expensive homes can be found near Zorinsky Lake. There is an elementary school 
just NW of 156th & Q along with Community Covenant Church.

3. Millard Plaza at Millard Ave. & Q – Good example of a suburban shopping center 
in decline.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  11

1. Millard Plaza at Millard Ave. & Q
2. Avaya commercial development site– A Wal Mart, Sams Club, and Home Depot stores are 

planned for this grassy site along the north side of L Street between 120th and 132nd. There is 
room for more development near 120th & L. Developers want 3 access points off L St., but the 
State Dept. of Roads only wants one which would be located half-way between 120th and 
132nd. Will the developers get their way? Just look what’s happened on Maple St. between 
125th and 144th and on Center St. between 168th and 188th!

3. Site of OTOC press conference on Dec. 7th at 11:30 AM.
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Tour  I tinerary – Map  12

1. One Pacific Place development – One of Omaha’s best examples of mixed-use 
development – retail, office space, high-density residential, and recreation.



Existing Backlog of OmahaExisting Backlog of Omaha
Street Capacity ProjectsStreet Capacity Projects

Total 40 Projects Total 40 Projects -- $265.9 million$265.9 million

Dodge72
nd

St
.10 Projects10 Projects

$77.0 million$77.0 million
29%29%

26 Projects26 Projects
$155.9 million$155.9 million

59%59%

0  Projects0  Projects
$0.0 million$0.0 million

0%0%

4 Projects4 Projects
$33.0 million$33.0 million

12%12%

Future Omaha StreetFuture Omaha Street
Capacity Needs 2001Capacity Needs 2001--20252025

Total 47 Projects Total 47 Projects -- $563.6 million$563.6 million

Dodge

72
nd

St
.28 Projects28 Projects

$322.6 million$322.6 million
57%57%

13 Projects13 Projects
$175.8 million$175.8 million

31%31%

2  Projects2  Projects
$47.8 million$47.8 million

9%9%

4 Projects4 Projects
$17.4 million$17.4 million

3%3%


